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T ext of Statement 


By Soviet Government 

MOSCOW, Sept. 6 (AP) — Following is the text of the Government’s state- 
ment toaay on the downing of the South Korean airliner, as distributed in irons- 

lationby the Soviet press agency Tass: 


STAT 


The lass statement published on 
Sept. 2 0 f this year on instruction of 
the Soviet Government already re- 
ported the rude violation of the state 
frontiers of the Soviet Union by a 
plane which on the night of Aug/ 31- 
Sept. 1 intruded into the airspace of 
the U.S.S.R. over the Kamchatka 
Peninsula and then in the course of 
two hours had flown over the Sea of 
Okhotsk and Sakhalin Island. It also 
mentioned the measures taken by the 
antiaircraft defenses, both ground 
and air ones, with the aim of forcing 
the plane to land at one of the airfields 
on Sakhalin Island, The subsequent 
investigation confirmed the earlier 
mentioned data and supplemented it. 

The intruder plane entered the air- 
space over Kamchatka in an area 
where a most important base of the 
strategic nuclear forces of the 
U.S.S-R. is located. At the same time 
— and this is now admitted by the 
American side — another spy plane of 
the United States Air Force, an RC~ 
135 that is similar tq it, was in the 
same area near the Soviet border on 
the same altitude. 

. Several Soviet interceptor planes 
were sent aloft. One of them con- 
trolled the actions of the American 
RC-135 plane. A second flew into the 
area where the intruder plane was 
and signaled to it that it had intruded 
into the airspace of the U.S.S.R. The 
warnings were ignored. 

A Second Interception 

When it was approaching Sakhalin 
Island the intruder was again inter- 
cepted by fighter planes of the an- 
tiaircraft -defenses. And again at- 
tempts were made to establish con- 
tact with it, including with the help of 
the known general call signal on the 
international emergency frequency 
of 121.5 megacycles. Contrary to the 
false contentions ol the United States 
President, Sonet antiaircraft defense 
fighter planes are fitted out with com- 
munication equipment in which this 
frequency is fixed. So these signals 
had to be received by the intruder 
plane, but it did not respond to them, 
Neither did it respond, as it has been 
said earlier, also to other signals and 
actions cf the Soviet fighter planes. 

The Soviet radio control sendees 
picked up short coded radio signals 
transmitted from time to time, such 


signals that are usually used in trans- 
mitting intelligence information. 

Toe antiaircraft forces command 
of the area, having analyzed thor- 
oughly the actions of the intruder 
plane, its route passing also in the 
area of Sakhalin over military bases, 
arrived at the conclusion that a recon- 
naissance aircraft perfor ming spe- 
cial tasks was in the air space of the 
U.S.S.R. We arrived at this conclu- 
sion also because of the fact that the 
plane was flying over strategically 
important areas of the Soviet Union. 

The fighter plane made warning shots 
with tracer shells along the route of \ 
the intruder plane. Such a measure is ! 
envisaged by international rules. 

Flight Is Ordered Stopped 

Since even after this the intruder i 
; plane did not obey the demand to fly ! 
to a Soviet airfield and tried to evade 
pursuit, the interceptor-fighter plane 
of the antiaircraft defenses fulfilled 
the order of the command post to stop 
the flight. Such actions are fully in 
keeping with the law on the state bor- 
der of the U.S.S.R., which has been 
published. 

The Soviet pilots, in stopping the 
actions of the intruder plane, could 
not know that it was a civilian air- 
craft, It was flying without naviga- 
tion lights at the height of night in 
conditions of bad visibility and was 
not answering the signals. The asser- 
tions of the United States President 
that Soviet pilots knew that it was a 
civilian aircraft are not in keeping 
with reality. 

Dozens of international air-routes 
pass over Soviet territory. Foreign 
planes have been flying over them for 
many years and nothing has been 
happening to them so far as they ob- 
serve the rules. 

An Intelligence Operation 

We will continue to act in keeping 
with our legislation, which is fully in 
accord with international regula- 
tions. This wholly applies to the ques- 
tion of insuring the security of our 
borders. 

It is the.soverign right of every 
state to protect its borders, in particu- 
lar, its airspace. This is one of the 
commonly recognized principles of 
international law on which relations 

between states rest. So the U.S. Presi- > - 

• — v 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/18 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000201 300047-1 



